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Issue Snapshot: Bill C-293:

“Better Aid Bill”

Every so often, legislation that has the potential to affect profound change is passed by the Canadian House of Commons and makes it to the Senate before being voted into law. 
Bill C-293 is an example of this type of legislation. Bill C-293 - the Development Assistance Accountability Act, or the “Better Aid Bill” as it has been dubbed by civil society, ensures that Canada’s foreign aid is focused where it should be - on poverty reduction.  Introduced in May 2006 by Liberal MP John McKay, this bill received royal assent and became law on May 29, 2008 (for McKAy’S website: It was with great pleasure that Liberal MP John McKay on May 29, 2008 could witness his Private Member's Bill, Bill C-293, receive the signature of the Honourable Marie Deschamps, Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court of Canada, in her capacity as Deputy of the Governor General as part of the formal process of Royal Assent. Hereby Bill C-293 became an Act of Parliament and part of the law of Canada). 
The Need
Before Bill C-293, what Canada spent its Official Development Assistance (ODA) on was not regulated under any law or directed by any clear strategic focus. This lack of focus has meant that not enough of our aid was actually reaching the world’s poor.
C-293 answers the call from many thousands of Canadians who are joining together to demand more and better aid. It addresses the recommendations from parliamentary reports, some dating back to 1987, that have consistently called for a clear direction for Canadian foreign aid. It also responds to the action needed of Canada by international organizations, like the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), to develop “a clear, simple and consistent vision for development assistance.”
What does C-293 do?
In practical terms, the “Better Aid Bill” will ensure that Canadian tax dollars spent on overseas development will benefit the poor. Moreover, C-293 requires timely and transparent reporting of how ODA funds are spent.  To do so, it places three legislative requirements on our aid:

1. That Canadian ODA contribute to poverty reduction;
2. That Canadian ODA take into account the perspectives of the poor;
3. That Canadian ODA be consistent with international human rights standards. 
C-293 will ensure that the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) ramps up aid in areas that have had impact and stops practices that do not serve the poor. CIDA has proven that it is capable of implementing effective aid programming. For example, Prime Minister Harper announced a $105 million investment in cost-effective, tangible interventions to save children’s lives in Africa and Asia.  The “Initiative to Save a Million Lives” is the type of aid that is focused on the poor, will alleviate suffering, and has the capacity to produce tremendous results. It is also a model that has the support of the African Union. Canada’s contribution alone to this $500 million global fund will result in 40,000 more trained community health workers and save 200,000 lives.
