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Issue Snapshot: 

Global Malaria Action Plan

"I believe that if you show people a problem, and then you show them the solution, they will be moved to act. The Global Malaria Action Plan lays out an achievable blueprint for fighting malaria – now it's time for the world to take action."

Bill Gates, Co-Chair, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

No other disease in history has had as profound an effect on human development as malaria. Hundreds of millions of people have died from this disease through the centuries. Recent research has indicated that up to 3 million people die annually from malaria, mostly in Africa.  Of these 3 million people who die, it is mostly the poor and their children. Malaria may now be killing more people than AIDS. Yet it is preventable and, unlike AIDS, curable. Moreover, both bed nets and malaria drugs are relatively cheap.  Malaria is now staging a strong global comeback, reversing progress made against the disease in the 1960s. The malaria mortality rate in Africa jumped by 54% between 1970 and 1997, due mainly to increasing drug resistance by many strains of the disease. Chloroquine, once used in the treatment and prevention of malaria, is no longer the drug of choice. Overuse and misuse and Chloroquine drug-resistant strains of malaria have made it useless in many areas of the world.

The Global Malaria Action Plan
Launched in September 2008, the Global Malaria Action Plan (GMAP), a Rollback Malaria (RBM) Partnership initiative, proposes a series of measures to combat malaria.  Uniting governments, heads of states, civil society leaders, private sector representatives and major agencies, the Global Malaria Action Plan is the “first-ever single comprehensive blueprint for global malaria control and elimination”. In line with Millennium Development Goal 6, GMAP seeks to eliminate malaria as a global public health problem by the year 2015.  
GMAP offers a framework for partners to coordinate their actions, and provides targets and strategies to achieve this goal.  Developed through an intensive consultative process, it consolidates the collective input of 30 endemic countries and regions, 65 international institutions and 250 experts from a wide range of fields.  
The GMAP presents:
(i) A comprehensive overview of the global malaria landscape, 
(ii) An evidence-based approach to deliver effective prevention and treatment to all people at risk,

(iii)  An estimate of the annual funding needs to achieve the goals of the RBM Partnership for 2010, 2015 and beyond. The GMAP is a living document: as approaches and tools evolve to fight malaria, so will the plan.

GMAP Targets
The GMAP outlines the RBM Partnership’s vision for a substantial and sustained reduction in the burden of malaria in the short and mid-term, and the eventual global eradication of malaria in the long term, when new tools make eradication possible. To reach this vision, the targets of the GMAP are to:

• Achieve universal coverage, as called for by the UN Secretary-General, for all populations at risk with locally appropriate interventions for prevention and case management by 2010, to sustain universal coverage until local field research suggests that coverage can gradually be targeted to high risk areas and seasons only, without risk of a generalized resurgence;

• Reduce global malaria cases from 2000 levels by 50% in 2010 and by 75% in 2015;

• Reduce global malaria deaths from 2000 levels by 50% in 2010 and to near zero preventable deaths in 2015;

• Eliminate malaria in 8-10 countries by 2015 and afterwards in all countries in the pre-elimination phase today; and

• In the long term, eradicate malaria world-wide by reducing the global incidence to zero through progressive elimination in countries.

GMAP’s Strategy
To achieve the above targets, the GMAP outlines a three-part global strategy:

1. Control malaria to reduce the current burden and sustain control as long as necessary;

2. Eliminate malaria over time country by country; and

3. Research new tools and approaches to support global control and elimination efforts.
The benefits of malaria control are fear reaching.  Malaria control saves lives today and prevents deaths tomorrow.  Malaria control is highly cost-effective, at US $2-24 per DALY (disability-adjusted life year) saved.  Furthermore, a lower malaria burden can break the cycle of poverty, allowing more people to work and more children to go to school.  Therefore it can reduce poverty and yield positive economic benefits.  The risks of inaction – human lives lost, economic loss, emerging resistance – are too large to be ignored.
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